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i. A meeting took place recently between Julius Deutach, @ leader of the 
Austrian Socialist Party, and Juliue Agab, head of the Beonomic Union 
(Wirtschaftsbund) of the Austrian People's Party, for the purpes? of 
effecting an exchange of views on the sige and nature of the future 
Austrian Army. Fete BO hie 28 Ps ORES ee 


2. After agreeing that. there must never be a-repetition of the events which 
led up to the civil disorders of 1934, the two leaders turned to details 5 
and agreement was reached cn several issues. he following is a regime 
of points discussed at this meeting: i ae ws 


a. The Austrian dAray in principle should be a citizens! arny 
based on general conscription. Both rejected the principle 
of a& professional artsy. 


‘lige should be drafiaay 


b Able-bodied citizens of 2ikyeasd 6 


foot E ey a 
‘ang the Length of service Boul te tix months for infantey- 
men end oné year for consetipts® iv the technical branches. 


e. The size of the paacetine mi ad not exceed approximately _ 
22,000 men at any one time. In view of the short durstion 
of service for individual citizéas, this would make possible 
the training of a sufficient wanber of troops. Non-commissioned 
officers would serve six years; connissionoed officers would 
be piven an opportunity of melking a career of military service. 


ad. The army would be made completely spolitical; officers and 
non-commissioned officers would ba disenfranchised. 


@. Honorably discharged non-commissioned officers would be ziven 
an opportunity to join the civil service. Oficers would also 
et Xe allowed to transfer to civil service positions after a 
a ey AVP etain period of military service. 


com f. The army would be organized inte two or thrae ‘brigades. The 
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eaneral staff would be held to as small a sige as possible. 


After an intermediury period, officers would be drawn froma 
e_litary academy which would be open to -jualiffied candidates 
from the raat aad Tile. 


ey 


affiliated with the civil 
astricted number and types 


The air corps would be closely 
avieaticn program in view of the r 


of planes which would tbe allored to sustria by the peace 

treaty. 
Both men stressed thet the arcy would hove two aain functions: to neep 
jabernal order in times of crisis; to provide educetioual onportunities 
for the troops. Loth leaders stutec that Austria azitner wanted nor 
needed an army for agepressive purposes. Both disavowed the ambitious 


plans of professional officers who nuove suggested en army of 50,000 or 
more and a mininum of one year's service for conscripts. Raab stated 
that the oo Membors of Parlianent are opposed to an arny of more than 
25,000 beeause of tho expense ianvoived. fe also indiceted that the 
acrarian leaders wished to keep the lenarth of service as short a9 possible 
because of the shortage of fama Labvor. 


sch, Haab said that tne APP would not 
to pressure from the officers! lobby which is driving for a pro- 
ie effirned that the arPP leadership in sencral favored 

yoamt on the orcer of the Swiss Militia. 


In answer to ¢ question from Deuts 


subd 


The cuestion of the tyne of officer nersonnel to be allewed leadership 
in the future dustricn amny wus treated only superficially. Deutsel 
voiced his party's objecticas to officers ie forierLy served under 


by the Nagis. Haab said 
rgo.mel cound easily be 


Schuschnier even tooush subseuuentiy yx fave’ 
tuet ne felt a compromise on questions of pu 
reached when the tine for decisicn arrived. 
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